
 

City of South Daytona 
Office of the City Manager 
1672 S. Ridgewood Avenue • South Daytona, FL 32119 •  386/322-3014  

MEMORANDUM 

To: James L. Gillis Jr., City Manager 

From: Becky Witte, Deputy City Clerk 

Re: Consideration of approving the First Amendment to Legal Services 
Agreement with Vose Law Firm 

Date: November 21, 2025 

On December 8, 2020, the City signed a Legal Services Agreement with the Vose Law Firm 
to serve as the City Attorney. That agreement was set to end on December 8, 2025, and 
would have needed to be renewed at that time. 

Staff worked with City Attorney Vose to prepare an amendment that clarifies the contract 
term and updates the compensation structure. The first change removes the five-year term 
and the three optional one-year renewals, instead establishing an ongoing relationship that 
continues unless either party chooses to terminate. The amendment maintains the City 
Council’s authority to end the Agreement at any time by a simple majority vote. The second 
change updates the “Compensation” section, retaining the Firm’s monthly retainer of 
$10,000 for comprehensive City Attorney services, including general counsel work, 
litigation, meeting attendance, bond counsel services, and representation of enterprise 
funds, with no additional charges except for pre-approved court filing and court reporter 
fees billed at cost. Beginning October 1, 2026, the annual retainer will adjust each year 
based on the June Consumer Price Index (CPI-U), U.S. city average for all items.  The June 
CPI will be utilized so that any adjustment can be appropriately budgeted in the upcoming 
year. 

Staff recommends the City Council approve the First Amendment to ensure continuity of 
high-quality legal representation while defining clear terms and compensation provisions 
moving forward. 
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

This FIRST AMENDMENT TO LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT (“Amendment”) 
is made this 9th day of December 2025 by and between the City of South Daytona, a Florida 
municipal corporation (the “City”), and Vose Law Firm LLP, a Florida limited liability partnership 
(the “Firm”). 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the City and the Firm are parties to that certain Legal Services Agreement 
dated December 8, 2020 (“Agreement”), pursuant to which the Firm provides legal services to the 
City as its City Attorney; and  

WHEREAS, the parties find that it would be appropriate to amend the Agreement, upon 
the terms set forth herein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the agreements contained herein, and other 
good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, 
the parties agree as follows: 

1. Recitals.  All of the above recitals are true and correct, and are fully incorporated
herein. 

2. Amendment to “Terms of the Agreement” Section of Agreement.  The first
paragraph of the section of the Agreement entitled “Terms of the Agreement” is hereby amended 
as follows: 

TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT. The FIRM is appointed by and serves at the 
pleasure of the City Council. The Agreement is for an indefinite term, but 
terminable by either party as provided herein. The term of this Agreement shall be 
five (5) years from the date of the Agreement first entered above plus three 1-year 
renewals possible upon mutual agreement between the FIRM and CITY. All 
renewals must be executed by both parties prior to the expiration date of the 
contract. The Agreement can be cancelled, without notice or cause, at any time 
immediately upon simple majority vote of the City Council. If the FIRM desires to 
terminate this Agreement, they may do so by giving the CITY no less than sixty 
(60) days written notice. The City Council may waive the sixty-day notice
requirement.

3. Amendment to “Compensation” Section of Agreement.  The section of the
Agreement entitled “Compensation” is hereby amended as follows: 

COMPENSATION. The FIRM will provide unlimited and complete City 
Attorney legal services to the CITY for the monthly retainer amount of $10,000 per 
month ($120,000 per year). That lump sum fee includes general legal services as 
described in this Agreement, attendance at meetings as required, litigation, local 
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bond counsel work and representation of enterprise funds. 

No additional compensation will be given for any ancillary legal services, research 
expenses (such as Westlaw/Lexis fees), travel or miscellaneous expenses such as 
copying, phone, courier, etc and any other costs or expenses with the exception of 
pre-approved out of pocket costs consisting of court filing fees and court reporter 
fees which shall be billed at cost with no mark-up or multiplier. 

The FIRM will not be required to perform insurance defense, provide Special 
Master services or general bond counsel work. 

The FIRM will be required to invoice the CITY monthly. 

Beginning as of October 1, 2026, and October 1 of each subsequent year, the then 
flat fee shall be increased (rounding to the nearest dollar) at the annual percentage 
increase of the June (so as to allow for budget development for the upcoming year) 
Consumer Price Index (CPI-U), US city average, promulgated by the U.S. 
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, using the annual average for “all 
items”. 

4. Preservation of All Other Terms.  All other terms of the Agreement remain in
full force and effect and are unmodified by this Amendment. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have set their hands and seals hereto as of the day 
and year indicated below their signatures.  

ATTEST: 

_________________________ 
James L. Gillis, Jr., City Manager 

City of South Daytona,  
a Florida municipal corporation 

___________________________ 
William C. Hall, Mayor 
Date: ___________________________ 

Vose Law Firm LLP,  
a Florida limited liability partnership 

___________________________ 
Wade C. Vose, Managing Partner 
Date: ___________________________ 
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